
2020-2021 CB West Curriculum Fair 
Frequently Asked Questions 

Class of 2024 
 
Can I take Honors Biology and Geometry/trig the first half of the year, and then take Academic 
Chemistry second half of the year? (Geometry/trig is required before taking Academic Chemistry). 
Yes, this is something we can plan for. While there is no guarantee it will 100% be possible, there are 
usually no issues. Every effort will be made to schedule prerequisite classes in sequential order.  
 
Are there any courses offered on A/B day for 18 weeks (or 2, 9 weeks) that are not gym related?  
Yes, in addition to PE electives, there are A/B day electives listed under the “A/B Music Electives” section 
on the second page of the 10th grade Course Request Sheet.  
 
How should a student with an IEP plan for course selection, with a goal of being prepared for college? 
Students with an IEP have multiple opportunities to plan with their Case Manager and IEP team as to 
what path may be best for that individual student. While this happens annually at the IEP meeting, 
discussions also occur during Program Planning, and are available at any point during the year. If you are 
uncertain about what pathways would be best for your student, contacting the IEP Case Manager is 
encouraged. 
 
Is it necessary to enter curriculum choices for the entire 10th grade, or just the first semester? 
Students do need to enter in all course requests for the entire year. If there are concerns about taking 
sequential courses from 1st semester to 2nd semester, Middle School counselors should be consulted; 
however, changes can be made during 10th grade to avoid inappropriate placements.  
 
It is clear that choices for specific courses are to be made, but how are we supposed to schedule what 
block/marking period these courses should be taken? 
Students only need to indicate the specific class when entering in course requests. It isn’t possible for 
students to indicate specific block locations or marking period preferences, as this is completely 
determined by availability in the Master Schedule and overall course balance.  
 
How many electives should 10th grade students take?  
Students should first focus on what core subject area courses they want to take, and then fill in 
remaining space with electives. All 10th graders are encouraged to take a full 8 credit schedule.  
 
Can 10th grade electives also count towards core graduation requirements?  
Credits taken beyond the graduation requirements in any subject area do overflow into the overall 
credit/elective bucket. For example, if you take 5 total Math credits, the extra 1.0 Math credit does count 

as an elective credit. In other words, yes, students get credit for each credit! 😊  
 
When and how will Middle School teachers post recommended classes for 10th grade?  
Teachers are entering in course recommendations directly into the Student Portal. Recommended classes 
will appear in the system when students go in to add their own course requests during Program 
Planning.  
 
 
 
 



Questions asked at Parents Meetings on January 13, 2021 
 
 
Does Spanish 1 in 8th grade count? 
Only courses beginning with 9th grade count toward credits needed for graduation.  When colleges see 
Spanish 2 in 9th grade, they assume students had Spanish 1 in 8th grade and earned a satisfactory grade. 
 
Can a student wait to take Spanish 3 in 11th grade since it won’t easily fit with an AP class and two math 
classes? 
A student can wait until 11th grade to take Spanish 3 but the concern is the year gap between Spanish 2 
and Spanish 3. 
 
Is consideration given to athletes to not have Core Courses at the end of the day since they often leave 
early for sports?   
There is no guarantee we can move classes but please let the counselor know and we will see if classes 
can be rearranged if needed. 
 
In general do you recommend doubling up in math or other subjects? 
No, in general we do not recommend doubling up in courses.  If a student is repeating a math class to 
bring up a low grade then they might take two math classes in one year.  It is best to take one math class 
each year rather than get to senior year and not take a math class.  There should be a specific reason to 
double up in math. 
 
How does Driver’s Ed work? 
Driver’s Ed classes are offered through the Community School and do not show up on the transcript for 
credit toward graduation. 
 
How many sophomores take AP European History? 
There are usually three sections of the class with 25-28 students in each section.  The number of sections 
depends on the number of students who select the course. 
 
Do counselors try to spread out advanced courses during both semesters? 
After counselors review the scheduling conflicts in August we look at all the students to see if courses are 
balanced.  Sometimes due to class sizes or other electives students have chosen we are not able to make 
changes. 
 
Can a student take AP Psychology for Social Studies credit as a Junior? 
No, AP Psychology in 11th grade is for elective credit.  It can count for Social Studies credit in 12th grade. 
 
Does a student typically have room in the schedule to take PEN? 
There is usually one section of the PEN elective so sometimes it is difficult to schedule based on other 
selected courses. 
 
Where can I find course descriptions? 
Course descriptions are located in the Program Of Studies book which is found on the website. 
 
Will PE be offered in the summer? 
Summer School offerings usually are available in the spring. 



 
Can a sport count for PE credit? 
No, students must take the PE/Health course in school  taught by a certified PE/Health teacher. 
 
If an elective has a low number of students sign up for it, might it be cancelled? 
Yes, low enrollment classes are often cancelled.  Counselors normally find out about cancelled courses in 
the spring and notify students to pick another class. 
 
Do students need to pick alternates for Core courses? 
No, pick alternates for elective courses. 
 
How many alternatives should a student pick? 
We recommend listing at least three alternate courses. 
 
Are there plans for an in-person or virtual Welcome to West Day in the Spring? 
There aren’t any plans at this time, but students and parents will be notified when a decision has been 
made. 
 
How many electives should a student pick? 
Students should schedule 8 credits.  With 5 Core classes and PE/Health, students pick 2.5 elective credits. 


